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English professor to deliver Winter Commencement address
By DANITE BELAY

THE PARTHENON
Kelli Prejean, associate professor of English and
coordinator of the composition program at Marshall
University, will deliver the commencement address
at the Dec. 16 Winter Commencement ceremony for
fall 2017 graduates, set for 10 a.m. at the Big Sandy
Superstore Arena.
The associate professor said she feels honored to
be given the speaking slot and plans to use it as an opportunity to highlight and credit the women leaders
who have led to her success.
“I want to celebrate some of the strong women
leaders that I’ve come to know, that have pushed me
even if they didn’t know they were modeling behavior that I thought was really smart and productive
and modeling good leadership that made me want to
push myself and to take chances and to do things that
I wasn’t comfortable with,” Prejean said.
As an associate professor of English and coordinator of the composition program at Marshall University,
Kelli Prejean began her career in West Virginia after
receiving her Ph.D. in rhetoric and composition from
the University of Louisville.
Native to southern Louisiana, Prejean had never
been to the Mountain State and was not familiar with
Marshall, but said her experience has been nothing
short of rewarding.
“When you start out somewhere new, you don’t really know,” Prejean said. “There’s something about
Appalachia that just draws you in and makes you

want to stay, so I definitely feel like I’m home.”
Prejean’s field of work as coordinator of composition ranges from mentoring and training teachers
who teach freshman writing courses, to training graduate assistants who plan to teach at the college level
for the first time.
“I try to be as involved in that teaching, so that I
can then train people to do that job,” Prejean said.
“Mostly, my work is at the book ends of our program,
the freshman writing and then the graduate classes.”
Prejean’s contributions to Marshall have not gone
unnoticed. As the 2017 recipient of the Marshall and
Shirley Reynolds Outstanding Teacher award, Prejean
said the award came as a great surprise and honor.
“I just wake up every day and do my job, and I’ve been
fortunate enough to have people recognize that work
and feel like I am worthy of some award,” Prejean said.
Prejean said she wants to emphasize one special
piece of advice for the graduates to leave with and one
that she has lived by.
“Find people who are better than you and surround
yourself with those people,” Prejean said. “Recognize
your weaknesses, understand that everybody has
them and surround yourself with people who add to
who you are and who model behavior that you want
to eventually be able to do yourself. Surround yourself
with people who intimidate you, who are way smarter
and more successful and who give to others, and I
think that will always lead you on a rewarding path.”
Danite Belay can be contacted at belay3@marshall.edu.
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addresses
History professor,
pending tax reform and
scholar to assume concealed carry legislation

directorship of
Drinko Academy
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History professor, scholar Montserrat Miller has taught world history, methodology
and theory, food history and Spanish history during her time at Marshall University.

By CAROLINE KIMBRO

FOR THE PARTHENON
Montserrat Miller has
been named the executive
director of Marshall University’s John Deaver Drinko
Academy to succeed Alan
Gould, who has held the position since the academy’s
establishment in 1994.
Miller joined the Marshall
faculty as a scholar and professor of history in 1996,
teaching graduate and undergraduate courses in world
history, methodology and theory, food history and Spanish
history. Miller said she hopes
to continue the successful endeavors established by Gould
and create fresh relationships
with individuals and organizations focused on enriching
the community.
“As executive director of the
Drinko Academy, I will seek
to balance tradition with innovation, continuing the very
successful programs established by my predecessor, Dr.
Alan Gould, but also pursuing
a set of new collaborative relationships with individuals
and organizations whose civic
commitments are enriching
our community,” Miller said.
According to its website, the
John Deaver Drinko Academy
is intended to further public
understanding of American
institutions and societal responsibilities, emphasizing
a common purpose and collective values. Leaders of the
John Deaver Drinko Academy
seek to revitalize participation in civic culture, such as
voting and jury duty, beginning at the university level.
Miller said, “John and Elizabeth Drinko established the
academy that bears their
name at Marshall to recognize and support scholarly
achievements, but also to
foster programs and activities aimed at supporting and

building our local, regional
and national civic culture.”
Miller said she has had the
privilege of working with
Gould since the 1990s and
praised his integral role in
establishing the academy. She
said Gould set an impressive
standard for her to meet.
“The range of projects he
has supported, the impact
of his programming and the
way in which he utilized the
academy as an incubator, to
establish entities such as the
Simon Perry Center for Constitutional Democracy, are
without precedent,” Miller
said. “I am humbled to follow
in his footsteps.”
Gould also commended
Miller as an excellent choice
for the executive director
position.
“I am most pleased Dr.
Miller has assumed the mantle of executive director of the
Drinko Academy,” Gould said.
“As she commences her new
position, I wish her a long and
fulfilling career. She deserves
it.”
Miller was named the
2007-08 Professor of the
Year by the Faculty Merit
Foundation of West Virginia.
She has received numerous
Marshall teaching awards,
including the Charles E. Hedrick Outstanding Faculty
Award, the College of Liberal
Arts Outstanding Teacher
Award and the PickensQueen Teaching Award. She
has been heavily engaged in
civil responsibilities, having
served as president of the
YWCA Board of Directors and
founding Lucy’s Attic pantry
to support working poor and
homeless women.
Miller will officially begin
her role as executive director
on Jan. 1, 2018.
Caroline Kimbro can be
contacted at kimbro9@
marshall.edu.

By CAROLINE KIMBRO

FOR THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s Faculty Senate
addressed concerns about the recent
tax reform bill in the federal legislature and a West Virginia Legislature bill
which would allow concealed carry of
weapons on college campuses Thursday at its meeting.
Damien Arthur, professor of political
science, said Marshall faculty need to
take action quickly in response to the
House of Representatives tax reform
bill being considered in the federal legislature. The bill requires that graduate
students pay an income tax on the worth
of any tuition scholarship, in addition to
stipends they are provided with. Arthur
said the tax bill is in the reconciliation
process, which will determine the inclusion of the aspect of the legislation
relevant to graduate students. He said
the House’s version of the bill includes
the tax on graduate scholarships, but the
Senate’s version does not.
“Effectively, it will make it very difficult to go to graduate school unless they
can pay the tax on that new income,” Arthur said. “That runs the gamut of any
major, any degree that you’re looking at.”
Paige Muellerleile, chair of Faculty
Senate and psychology professor, said
she, along with Marshall President

Jerry Gilbert, have already written to
their representatives concerning the
tax reform bill.
At its most recent meeting, the Advisory Council of Faculty voted to oppose
a bill which would allow concealed
carry of weapons on college campuses.
Marybeth Beller, associate professor
of political science, said the bill will be
reintroduced into the West Virginia legislature and was opposed in a vote last
year by multiple university faculty senates, including Marshall’s. Beller said
WVU opposed the bill previously on
economic grounds, noting the bill’s requirement that schools also provide a
weapon-free area of campus would be a
financial burden.
“If that happens, it’s a huge fiscal impact for schools, because they have to
purchase metal detectors for the entrance to those buildings or they have
to hire or operate a police force to go
through all of the bags and search the
people coming in and out of the entrances, and it’s a huge fiscal imposition
to campus,” Beller said.
Beller said Marshall’s Advisory Council
of Faculty concluded the ramifications of
the bill would endanger faculty, staff and
students and impose an economic burden on the university.
Beller also announced three West

Virginia House delegates would participate in roundtable discussions Thursday
night on Marshall’s campus with faculty
members. Beller said if Marshall faculty
wanted the legislature to hear their requests, they needed to determine how
faculty could better inform legislators
and communicate clearly.
“One of the things that we’re hoping
will come out of this is that we have a
genuine two-way discussion to not only
tell legislators our concerns, but also
to ask them how they see the work of
higher education – tonight specifically of
Marshall – what is it they need to be fully
informed of the work that we do, what
else they might like to see coming out of
higher education,” Beller said.
At the conclusion of the senate meeting, Kelli Johnson, Marshall reference
and instructor librarian, spoke about
Huntington’s Open to All campaign,
in which businesses are able to place
a sticker in their windows to inform
customers that the business will not discriminate. Johnson announced Gilbert
will declare Marshall an Open to All university in January.
The next Faculty Senate meeting is
scheduled for 4 p.m. Jan. 18 in the Memorial Student Center.
Caroline Kimbro can be contacted at
kimbro9@marshall.edu.

West Virginia Medal of Honor recipient:
Important to teach human cost of war
By BISHOP NASH

WV PRESS ASSOCIATION
While it’s become almost
a national civic duty to
“remember” the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor — now
76 years ago — fewer each
year remain who physically
remember the date “which
will live in infamy.”
When Medal of Honor recipient Hershel “Woody”
Williams spoke to classes
Wednesday at Huntington
High School of his own experiences during World
War II, much of the class
was not even alive when the
9/11 attacks of 2001 shook
the nation, let alone to hear
any more than mostly secondhand tales from the
Greatest Generation.
But for Williams and
countless other Americans,
the attack on Pearl Harbor
ultimately would propel
their lives in different directions as the United States
mobilized for war.
A farmer’s son from northern West Virginia, Williams
first heard of Pearl Harbor
while volunteering with the
Civilian Conservation Corps
– tasked with fencing off
massive tracts of government land in Montana.
Like so many others, it
was the news that pushed
the now 94-year-old Ona
resident into enlisting in
the armed forces. It led him
into the Marine Corps and
onto the other side of the
globe, fighting for life and
limb on islands he had never
heard of, and ultimately a
Medal of Honor citation for
his actions in the Battle of
Iwo Jima, where he cleared
Japanese fortifications with
a flamethrower under intense enemy fire.
But as students asked

SHOLTEN SINGER | HERALD-DISPATCH

Medal of Honor recipient Hershel “Woody” Williams discusses World War II with students Wednesday at Huntington High School.
with wonder about his tour
of duty – about the flamethrower, the Japanese, the
beachheads and bunkers –
Williams explained with the
calmness of a man who had
thought long about those images. The flamethrower, he
called it, “is one of the most
wicked, devastating weapons you could have.”
“It was my country that
motivated me into joining
the Marine Corps,” Williams
said. “I certainly had no
desire to kill people, and I
don’t know anyone that goes
into the armed forces, then
or today, that goes in for the
sole purpose of killing.”
Given the passage of time
and those who remember
the severity of World War
II firsthand, Williams said it
becomes important to teach
younger generations not
only the human cost of war,
but also what such sacrifices
of the past have bought them
in the present.
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“They need to know that
there are sacrifices made,”
Williams said. “I hope they
realize that they are where
they are, and they have what
they have, because others
sacrificed to make it so.”
Although students often
know the battles, weapons
and leaders of the Second
World War from movies,
video games, television and
books, putting a living, human face on the war, like
Williams’, has become a
taller order each year since
Donna Myers began teaching
36 years ago.
What was once typified
by someone’s grandfather
coming in to talk to the class
eventually faded, but Myers said teaching the human
cost of the war bridges the
disconnect between generations and time.
Myers also teaches the
staggering cost that the
Soviet Union shouldered
during the war – about 9

million soldiers and 19 million civilians.
“I want them to know
there are real people,”
said Myers, a Huntington
High social studies teacher
whose father also served in
World War II. “It’s not just
numbers or what they’ve
seen on TV.
“I want them to realize
war is the absolute last resort, though sometimes it
is justified.”
But even as eyewitnesses
become fewer and fewer, Myers said she does not expect
Pearl Harbor to be taught
with any less intensity.
“As history continues,
maybe,” she added. “But I
don’t see it happening in the
next 10 years.”
The Japanese attack at
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941,
killed 2,403 Americans.
More than 400,000 Americans would die in the conflict
that followed over the next
four years.
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Marshall football takes on the Rams
in Gildan New Mexico Bowl game

By KYLE CURLEY

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Marshall University football
will attempt to cap off a bounce
back season with a win over
Colorado State in the New Mexico Gildan Bowl Dec. 16.
“At the start of the day, I think
10 percent of people would
have been able to predict that
we would end up in New Mexico,” starting tight end Ryan
Yurachek said. “I think that’s
what makes it exciting, and I
know that everyone around this
football program is excited, and
we are ready to get out there.”
This time last year, the Marshall football program was in
turmoil as it struggled to capture three wins in its 12-game
season. Finishing this year’s
regular season at 7-5 is a breath
of fresh air for Thundering
Herd fans. Head Coach Doc Holliday said he and his program
are happy to have another opportunity to win a bowl game.
“I think it’s a tribute to
Marshall and our history and
everything that we have the opportunity to be the first bowl
game played,” Holliday said.
The Gildan New Mexico Bowl
is the first bowl to be played
this college football season.
Marshall and Colorado State
will suit up to compete in
Dreamstyle Stadium. This will
be the 12th New Mexico Bowl.
“I think it’s great to start the
bowl season, because people
aren’t bowl weary at that point,”
Holliday said. “So, we will have
an excellent opportunity to
play a good football team on
the National stage. I think that’s
a compliment to Marshall University and our program.”
Dreamstyle Stadium is a

RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

Head coach Doc Holliday and Marshall Thundering Herd players Tony Pittman (23), Jaquan Yulee (2), Artis Johnson (21) and Marquis Couch (6) wait to take the field just before they
take on Florida International University on Milary Appreciation Day.
39,224-seat venue that is the
home of the University of New
Mexico football program. The
stadium opened in 1960 and
sits at an elevation of 5,100 feet
above sea level.
“We are pleased that ESPN
Events, which owns the New
Mexico Bowl, chose us to participate in what, we believe, is a
strong matchup with Colorado

State on ESPN on the opening day
of bowl season,” said Mike Hamrick, Marshall’s athletic director.
This will be Marshall’s
sixth bowl appearance since
Hamrick took over as athletic
director in 2009.
Colorado State finished 7-5
overall and 5-3 in the Mountain West Conference. Colorado
State is a battle-tested team

this season, facing power 5 conference team’s like Alabama,
Oregon State and Colorado.
“I have great respect for Colorado State,” Holliday said. “They
have an excellent team. Their
offense is averaging over 500
yards a game. Their quarterback is sensational. They have
a Biletnikoff finalist at receiver
and a good tailback. We’re just

getting started into watching
them, but it will be a great challenge for us, and we’re excited
about it.”
Marshall will look to collect
its fifth bowl victory in the past
seven seasons dating back to
2011, Holliday’s second season
at the helm. Colorado State will
be in their fifth straight bowl
game, dating back to 2013. The

team has only collected one
victory in that span, and it happened back in 2013 in the New
Mexico Bowl.
The New Mexico Bowl will
be broadcast live on ESPN
Dec. 16, with a kickoff set for
4:30 p.m. ET.
Kyle Curley can be
contacted at Curley2@
marshall.edu.

Wilson, Ovechkin lead Capitals past Blackhawks, 6-2
By HARVEY VALENTINE

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON (AP) — Nicklas Backstrom is
usually the one setting up his Washington Capitals teammates. Two of them returned the favor
Wednesday night.
Backstrom ended a 21-game goal drought and
had two assists, and Washington’s top-line trio
of Backstrom, Alex Ovechkin and Tom Wilson
combined for 11 points in a 6-2 victory over the
Chicago Blackhawks.
Wilson had two goals and two assists for his
first four-point game, and Ovechkin had a goal
and three assists, and the duo made good on
their plan to get Backstrom a goal.
“It’s funny. Me and Tom have a chat today
and said, ‘Let’s set up Backy.’ And we did and he
scored a goal,” Ovechkin said. “He’s not a goal
scorer. He’s more a passer. He likes to pass, but
it’s nice to put him on the board.””
Backstrom ended his goal drought at 11:54 of
the first when he finished a tic-tac-toe sequence
by one-timing Ovechkin’s pass past Forsberg for
his fourth of the season. Wilson had the other
assist. Backstrom hadn’t scored since Oct. 14
in Philadelphia, matching the second-longest
drought of his career.
“Yea, they better,” Backstrom joked when told of
Ovechkin’s remark. “That was a great play by both of
them. Great way to get it started and we kept rolling.”
Wilson and Ovechkin soon scored to make it 3-0.
Braden Holtby made 37 saves for Washington to
help the Capitals win for the sixth time in seven games,
a streak that started when the Ovechkin-BackstromWilson line was formed.
Brett Connolly scored in his third straight game,
and Evgeny Kuznetsov added a goal. Ovechkin extended his goals streak to three games.
Lance Bouma and Jonathan Toews scored for
Chicago, which outshot Washington 39-25. The

NICK WASS | ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington Capitals right wing Tom Wilson (43) celebrates his goal during the first period of an NHL hockey
game against the Chicago Blackhawks, Wednesday in Washington.
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Blackhawks are 0-3-2 in their last five.
“Not happy about tonight’s game,” Blackhawks
coach Joel Quenneville said. “You can be misled
by the shot (total) or maybe it looked like we had
some looks there. The volume of our shots hit
him right in the chest with no chance of getting
a second opportunity whether there was some
people at the net or not.”
Wilson’s spinning shot from the left circle eluded
Forsberg with 5:07 to go in the first period.
Anton Forsberg, starting in place of the injured
Corey Crawford, was pulled after Ovechkin’s goal
made it 3-0 with 4:38 left in the first. J.F Berube
finished in goal for Chicago.
Washington has won seven of its last eight
against the Blackhawks. Chicago has lost seven
in a row in Washington since January 2006.
Wilson added an empty-netter to cap his
career night.
“He’s always been a guy that’s been full committed
at both ends of the ice,” Holtby said about Wilson. “I
think he’s figuring out to create offense at the same
time as being very responsible defensively.”
NOTES: Washington forward T.J. Oshie missed
the game after sustaining an upper-body injury
Monday night against San Jose. Capitals coach
Barry Trotz said he didn’t know if Oshie would
resume skating Thursday. Trotz said forward Andre Burakovsky, out since October after surgery to
repair his broken left thumb, could possibly play
Friday against the New York Rangers. ... Capitals
F Chandler Stephenson returned after missing
a game with an upper-body injury. Blackhawks
coach Joel Quenneville said Crawford could return Sunday against Arizona. “Right now I think
maybe there’s hope on Friday,” Quenneville said,
“maybe the likelihood might be Sunday but we’ll
see.” ... Chicago D Michal Kempny, C Tanner Kero
and D Jordan Oesterle were healthy scratches for
the 10th straight game.
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2017: A year of self discovery for America
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The Women’s March on the W.Va. Capitol in
Charleston, W.Va.

Gov. Jim Justice speaking on the steps of the W.Va.
Capitol building at his inauguration.

Tyler Childers performing at the 8th Huntington
Music and Arts Festival in Ritter Park.

2017, a year that for many will be remembered as the year we
all lost a little bit of our sanity but revealed much more about ourselves in the process. In the past year, we have become divided by
issues of politics, social views and questions about our culture as
a whole.
Some of the events that led us here may seem as though they
were three years ago. Maybe that’s because we are so much more
aware of what is going on around the world. We are so connected,
and yet so distant from the person even to the left or right of us.
January brought us the inauguration of two outsiders who made
their mark on the campaign trail with their rash decision making
and off-the-cuff remarks. Governor Jim Justice of West Virginia
took office this year, and in that time, he has now switched parties
from Democrat to Republican, saying that “The Democratic party
has let me down.”
That same week, President Donald Trump would take office as
the 45th president of the United States. It would only be a day after
that when he and his administration would set the tense and aggressive tone that has become the norm in the White House.
Who could forget the introduction heard round the world to the
short tenure of White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer, “That
was the largest audience to witness an inauguration, period.” Once
again, it was not the largest audience.
Following the inauguration of Trump, the country saw one of
the largest peaceful protests in its history, the Women’s March
on all cities across America. Even in Charleston, W.Va. there was
a turn out of hundreds of men and women in support of women’s
rights. The Women’s March was a sort of foreshadowing of what
2017 had in store.
The New England Patriots would win its fifth Super Bowl, making quarterback Tom Brady arguably the most accomplished
football player in the sports history, along with solidifying Coach
Bill Belichick as one of sports greatest coaches.
For Huntington, we took home the title of “America’s Best
Community,” an important step towards revitalizing the Jewel
City. Business has also continued to move to downtown and
Pullman Square.
Trump payed Huntington a visit at the Big Sandy Superstore
Arena, where he continued his promise to West Virginia to bring
back coal. Although there is nothing to support that promise at
this point, Trump did choose to remove the U.S. from the Paris

Climate agreement, making the U.S. the only country in the world
to not be a part of it. Just to put that into perspective, Syria and
Russia are in the Paris Climate agreement.
But not all is bad. 2017 was a landmark year in film and music.
With films like “Get Out,” Americans were able to see a film that hit
on almost every genre, while depicting the divisive issue of racial
inequality in America. And artists like Lorde, Jay-Z and Kendrick
Lamar returned with, arguably, their best work yet. Huntington
even saw the rise of local musician Tyler Childers, where his debut
album “Purgatory” would release at number five on Apple Music
this summer.
We also saw the debate of guns reach a new height in 2017. The

“2017 may have been a long and
grueling year for a majority of
Americans, but if you look at it from a
positive perspective, is there a more
story book ending to the year?”
-The Parthenon

world saw some of the worst terrorist attacks in recent history
from Manchester, England to the Las Vegas mass shooting. According to ABC News, the U.S. alone has seen 317 mass shootings
in 2017, a number that should be nauseating, but somehow congress’ lack of action towards any moderate gun legislation is much
more sickening.
The U.S. Congress has reached new lows this year in ways that
don’t just reveal to us the blatant lack of empathy toward their
constituents but lack of moral character, whether that be from the
three embarrassing attempts to repeal and replace the Affordable
Care Act to supporting an accused sexual predator. And just to put
the “cherry on top,” the GOP passed a Tax Reform Bill in the early
hours of the morning that will inevitably widen the middle-class
gap and reaffirm the fact that trickle down economics is failed experiment at its best.
On the other hand, November brought the most diverse election

PARTHENON FILE PHOTO

Trump supporters and protesters outside the
Big Sandy Superstore Arena, awaiting Presdient
Trump.

in American history. With two transgender women elected into
public office, a lesbian mayor in Seattle and multiple firsts for
representatives of different ethnicities and religions in cities and
districts that have never been represented by a person of color. It’s
maybe a step towards actually representing all Americans and not
just the white washed congress we have now.
Huntington would again grab national attention with the documentary “Heroin(e).” The film tells the story of three women in
Huntington who are working to help stop the opiate epidemic that
has crippled the city. “Heroin(e)” has made the short list of possible Oscar nominations for the short film category.
As the year began, it has ended with women. If anything is taken
away from the tumultuous year of 2017, it should be the long
awaited acknowledgement of women. In the past few months, we
have pulled back the curtain on the disgusting culture of sexual
harassment from powerful men in the work place.
One could argue this started with the 2016 campaign scandal of
Donald Trump and the Access Hollywood bus tape, where Trump
admitted to grabbing women inappropriately and being able to do
so because he was famous. What followed a year later was an outpour of brave women who did not know if they would be received
with as much support as they have been.
Hollywood executive Harvey Weinstein was revealed to be an
elaborate sexual predator for nearly 40 years. Comedian Louis
C.K., finally, was ousted for sexual harassment after a year of
rumors floating around him. Minnesota Sen. Al Franken just yesterday resigned from his seat after multiple allegations surfaced.
That news came the day after Time Magazine named their “Person of the Year,” or better yet persons of the year. The #MeToo
movement and the brave women that stepped forward to name
the men who harassed them, would be named persons of the
year. Yes, that’s right not Donald Trump, but instead the same
women who protested him and his administration the day after
his inauguration.
2017 may have been a long and grueling year for a majority
of Americans, but if you look at it from a positive perspective, is
there a more story book ending to the year? Women took a huge
step in a year that many believe to be one of the darkest years in
this country’s history. Sure, you can look at it as just one win, but
if our system is so fundamentally broken, you have to begin to
build somewhere.

Column

Let Me Be Frank: On Christmas
By FRANKLIN NORTON

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER
This week has been hard, stressful, overwhelming, tiring. I was
actually caught on camera today sleeping on campus. It was a bad
morning. I woke up late after only a few hours of sleep and took
two exams. I was running so late I didn’t have time to defrost my
car windows. I drove to school with my head out the window—I
know, I know.
But after my exams, as I walked along campus, I heard the campus bells chime, which is not an unfamiliar sound as the clock
strikes each hour. But today it was different, as a very familiar
Christmas tune rang throughout the campus. I paused and smiled,
and I saw others do the same. I saw people beaming with delight,
as I’m sure some of them have had tough weeks too. This was a
special moment for me.
There is just something special about Christmas. I know during the last couple of weeks, the world has seemed darker than
normal. The news has been hard to watch. The world groans. But

there is this familiar warmth and hope that comes this time of year
that I think speaks to just about everyone. I have personally always wondered why it is that non-Christians celebrate Christmas,
as the holiday is the celebration of the birth of Christ, but upon
further reflection, I don’t think it’s strange at all.
The lyric, “the weary world rejoices,” has been captivating
my thoughts lately. Though the world is dark, the lights of the
Christmas tree illuminate my living room. Although the news is
hard to hear, choirs still are singing songs of peace and joy and
hope and love. I think at a core level, we all feel this expectant
hope felt by people for centuries past. We are longing for the
world to become good and kind and right, and the birth of Jesus is the fulfillment of this promised hope of a savior, the one
to usher in peace and reconciliation. The weary world rejoices.
The world in its darkness has glimpsed the light. Consider this
hope this Christmas season.
Franklin Norton can be contacted at norton18@marshall.edu.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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MARSHALL UNIVERSITY FALL 2017 EXAM SCHEDULE
EXAM
HOUR

MONDAY
DEC 11

TUESDAY
DEC 12

THURSDAY
DEC 14

FRIDAY
DEC 15

8:00 A.M.
UNTIL
10:00 A.M.

CLASSES
MEETING AT
8:00 MWF

CLASSES
MEETING AT
9:30 TR

CLASSES
MEETING AT
8:00 TR

CLASSES
MEETING AT
9:00 MWF

10:15 A.M.
UNTIL
12:15 P.M.

CLASSES
MEETING AT
10:00 MWF

CLASSES
MEETING AT
11:00 MWF

CLASSES
MEETING AT
11:00 TR

CLASSES
MEETING AT
12:00 MWF

12:45 P.M.
UNTIL
2:45 P.M.

CLASSES
MEETING AT
2:00 MWF

CLASSES
MEETING AT
12:30 TR

CLASSES
MEETING AT
2:00 TR

CLASSES
MEETING AT
1:00 MWF

CLASSIFIEDS
Call 526-4002 to place your ad

NOTE: All classes meeting at 3:00 p.m. and after will be examined in two-hour time blocks at the first regularly scheduled class meeting
during the above examination period. If the two-hour time allowance results in a conflict in exam times, it is the student’s responsibility
to notify the professor of the later course and to reschedule the later exam. Rescheduled exams must be concluded by Friday, December
15, at 6:00 p.m.

Unfurnished
Apartments

RENTALS

HOLIDAY APTS

Furnished
Apartments

All Wednesday (only) afternoon classes, those meeting at 3:00 p.m. and after, will be examined Wednesday, December 13.

1-2-3 BR Pville, OH
740-886-6274
or 304-417-5774

HIDDEN TRAILS

Saturday classes will be examined December 9 at their regularly scheduled class period.

1 BR efficiency
Utils pd. 304-736-1415
or 304-417-5774

The common final exam time and date for all sections of CHM 111, 205, 211, 212, 355, and 356 will be 10:00 a.m. Saturday, December 9.

1 & 2 BR $435-$495
Best
deal
on
MU
campus. 529-6264

The common final exam time and date for all on campus sections of MTH 127 wil be 2:00 p.m. Saturday, December 9.
DEADLINE FOR ONLINE SUBMISSION OF GRADES MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 12:00 NOON.

1 BR $395 utils pd
central location near
town 529-6264

From the Opinion page

Life
of
Adam

Waterford Village Bville
storage units 5x10 to
10x20 304-733-3838
House For Rent
West Virginia
2 BR E. Pea Ridge
$675,
cent.
H/A,
WD, yard 529-6264
Unfurnished
Apartments

'Best in Tri-State'
Westmoreland
Estates

this is his
12th cup
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Near Pharmacy
School Great loc.
for Med & Pharmacy
Students 1 BR
$575 & up,
2 BR, balcony
$650 & up.
Kit Furn., Laundry
facility on-site
Lots of closet
space. Lease/DD
No pets 525-3055,
304-751-0572

1
BR
$325
close
park
&
YMCA,
529-6264
$495,
2BR
B'ville
W/D hkup, cent h/a,
near mall 529-6264
Barboursville.
Waterford Village
1-2-3 BR apts.
Pool, Fitness ctr, more!
304-733-3838 website
waterfordvillage.info

Garages/Storage

finals amiright?

1-2-3-4 BR Apts &
houses. Ritter Park &
Dntown $400-1000
304-522-6252

MU FREE WI-FI
RITTER PARK
1&2 BR $450-$575
No pets 304-412-3987
Remodeled
1-2 BR Ritter Pk,
E Pea Ridge
$415-$700
304-972-2702
If you need to:
Buy it
Sell it
Rent it
Find it
Fix it
Announce it
The Herald-Dispatch
Classifieds are
your answer.
Call 304-526-4002
Sell your home
Call 304-526-4002
to place a classified
ad today.

CATHOLIC

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Catholic Parish & Parish School

    

  

Mass Schedule: Saturday 5:30 P.M.
Sunday 8 A.M. and 10:45 A.M.
Spanish Mass: 2nd & 4th Sundays at 9:15 A.M.
Misa en Español: segundo y cuarto
los domingos a las 9:15 A.M.
Confession: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 P.M.
355218

www.ourfatimafamily.com
Father Paul Yuenger

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Steele Memorial United
Methodist Church

Trinity
Episcopal Church

Mass Times: Sat. 4:30pm, Sun. 9am,
Confessions on Sat. 3:45pm-4:15pm or
anytime by appointment
Ofﬁce Hours Mon-Fri. 9am-2pm

www.ﬁfthavenuebaptist.org
304-523-0115

Celebrate Recovery - Tuesday - 6:30 P.M.

Rev. Kevin Lantz
Rev. Ralph Sager, Associate Pastor

520 11th Street Huntington, WV
(304) 529-6084

Sunday Worship
8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Adult Sunday School 9:15 A.M.
    
www.wvtrinitychurch.org

PENTECOSTAL

Father Charles McGinnis, Pastor

Central Free Will
Baptist Church

Bethel Temple
Assembly of God

Pentecostal Truth
Ministries

St. Stephen
Catholic Church

Wed. Bible Study 7pm
Sunday Services
Sunday School 9:45am
Sun. Morning Worship 10:45am
Sun. Eve. Worship 6:00pm

To advertise
on this page,
call Linda at
(304) 526-2717
358447

(304) 697-5600

900 9th Street
Huntington, WV 25701
304-523-3505

PASTOR JANET MOUNTS
SERVICES:

Sunday School 9:45 A.M.
Sunday Worship 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday: 7:30 P.M.
www.pentecostaltruth.com

1208 Adams Avenue
Huntington, WV 25704

2491 James River Turnpike, Ona, WV
304-743-3234
ststephens@suddenlinkmail.com
www.ststephens1.com
MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday - 9:00 a.m. Thurs.- 5:30 p.m.
Fri.- 9:00 a.m. Sat.- 9:00 a.m..
Confessions: After 9:00 am daily masses.
Rev. Prakash Sebastian, H.G.N.

355222

451 6th Avenue, Huntington, WV
9:45 A.M. — Devotion
10:00 A.M. — Sunday School
11:00 A.M. — Morning Worship
6:00 P.M. — Evening Worship
Weds. Services — 7:00 P.M.
Pastor Steve Williams

355216

bhpcusa@comcast.net

828 15th St. (on 9th Ave) Htgn.
304-523-7311
Sunday Mass: 11:00a.m.
Daily Masses: 12:05 on Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Confession by appointment

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

355221

ALL WELCOME

St. Peter Claver
Catholic Church

FREE WILL BAPTIST

355220

355219

PRESBYTERIAN

Rev. Charles McGinnis

356764

733 Shaw St.
Barboursville, WV 25504
304-736-4583
Sunday School — 9:40 A.M.
Sunday Worship — 8:45 A.M. &
10:45 A.M. & 6:30 P.M.

358846

2015 Adams Ave. Huntington, WV
304-429-4318

St. Joseph Roman
Catholic Church
HUNTINGTON, WV
526 13th Street
(304) 525-5202
Pastor: Fr Dean Borgmeyer

Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
12:00 Noon, 5:30 pm
Confessions
Saturday 8:00 am-8:25 am
Saturday 4:00 pm-4:25 pm
Tuesday 5:00 pm-5:25 pm
or by appointment

355223

354260

-Sunday Morning Worship – 10:45 am
See our website for many other times of Bible study, worship, and activities
for children, youth, and adults.

EPISCOPAL

355214

1135 Fifth Avenue
Corner of Fifth Avenue & 12th Street in downtown Huntington

METHODIST

355213

Fifth Avenue Baptist Church

LIFE!
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The real heroine of Huntington: Jan Rader
home,” Rader said. “I wanted to be closer to my family anyway. It
was a big deal being a woman here versus there. About 15 percent
of the firefighters are women there (Virginia), but here that was
not the case.”
Working as the only official female firefighter in Huntington,
one would think she had more than enough challenges on her
plate. She said she did not see it that way.

Huntington. She had been interim fire chief for several months
when Huntington Mayor Steve Williams decided to make the title
THE PARTHENON
official.
Jan Rader is no average woman. She is the Huntington fire chief.
She hasn’t missed a beat since the day she was appointed, and
She is the star of a Netflix documentary. She can rescue someone
has picked up a few interesting meet and greets and a role in a
from a burning building and then administer certified profesdocumentary along the way.
sional medical treatment. She is paving the way for young girls
“I never dreamed (that I would be in a documentary), but I
looking to do big things that might think they
never thought I would be fire chief either,” Rader
can’t because they are a girl. Rader is here to
said. “You just do the right thing, do what’s best
show them they are wrong, and she is just right
and just see how it all shakes out, I guess.”
down the street.
The “Heroin(e)” documentary was released on
Rader is an Ironton, Ohio native who spent
Netflix in September, and Rader said that since
some time studying at Marshall University until
that Tuesday, she has been getting emails from all
she moved to Santa Monica, California to attend
over the world with people thanking her for what
a six-month program at a gemology school. Folshe and the other two powerful women profiled in
lowing her time in Santa Monica, Rader moved to
the film. She said that during the short period of
Fairfax county, an area right outside of Washingfilming, she never acted any differently or did anyton D.C., to work as a jeweler. For the next eight
thing she normally wouldn’t have.
years, she would work at a jewelry store right
“We try to just do our job,” Rader said. “We try
outside of Tyson Corner Center and be an assisto be non-judgmental, because I want people to be
tant manager for five years in the same store.
treated like I would want my family treated, with
Little did Rader know, she would soon look out
respect and dignity. I don’t know their backstory. I
the same doorway of her store one day and see
took an oath to save lives and property. Nowhere
the world a little differently.
in there does it say I have a right to judge.”
“I watched a lady turn blue and collapse,”
Former President Barack Obama was so imRader said. “She had a heart attack right in the
pressed by the film that he invited her, her co-stars
doorway of my store.”
and the film’s creator to attend a discussion panel
Luckily, the woman was given CPR by a passat the Inaugural Obama Foundation Summit.
erby and an EMS arrived in time to assist her, but
“It put me on cloud nine for a while; my knees were
that didn’t let Rader shake the feeling that she
weak for about an hour after I hugged him,” Rader
was meant for something more.
said.
“I felt pretty helpless,” Rader said. “I didn’t
With a large portion of the initial excitement
PHOTO COURTESY OF JAN RADER winding down after her historical swearing-in and
even know CPR at the time, so I had to just stand
Former President Barack Obama and Jan Rader during her first time meeting President Obama in Charleston. life-changing documentary, many wonder what she
there and watch this woman suffer.”
That was the turning point in Rader’s life. She
is looking to do next.
said she started looking into the possibility of being a firefighter or
Now having not only firefighting as a career under her belt, she
“I want more help for first responders in the next few years,”
work in Emergency Medical Services. Being a woman firefighter decided to use her off time to go on calls with Ceredo EMS as a Rader said. “My guys go through a lot, and I want them to have evwas mostly unheard of in the mid-90’s, but she never ruled it out. paramedic and instruct EMS and fire courses.
erything they need. I hope to see us, as a society, be kinder to each
After enrolling in a CPR class and a EMT basic class, she de“I thought, once I finish my career as a fire fighter, I don’t want other when it comes to the epidemic. I want a community that can
cided that still just wasn’t enough. She started asking some of her to ride in the back of that ambulance in my fifties,” Rader said. “So, band together to rise above the epidemic and beat this.”
friends from a running group if they thought she could be a fire- I thought, well, I had better do something else.”
Rader is known for shattering glass ceilings since the early 90’s,
fighter. Rader said they were quick to say “yes.”
When she had conquered her other side jobs, she decided it was and doesn’t seem like she is going to slow down anytime soon.
“They said ‘Oh yeah you would be great at it. We have a lot of time to attend nursing school; she graduated with her degree in Next time you see Rader rescuing cats out of trees, keeping watch
women firefighters. You don’t have to be big, you just have to be in 2008. For the following eight years, she worked as an ER nurse at over her guys while at a devastating fire or saving another life
shape,’ and they were right,” Rader said.
Cabell-Huntington Hospital on her days off.
from the strangling grip of drugs or heroin, ask her her story.
After some time training and studying, she took the three-part fire“I miss nursing,” Rader said. “I did love it.”
She won’t brag and won’t talk about how much she has accomfighting test for Fairfax County, Virginia, and after some convincing
Firefighting eventually did consume her life again, which led to plished, but there is much to be learned.
from her brother, she also applied for the open position in Huntington. her current title.
Brooke Griffin can be contacted at griffin58@live.mar“Huntington called me before Fairfax County did, so I moved
On April 12, 2017, Rader was sworn in as the fire chief of shall.edu.

By BROOKE GRIFFIN

Staff Spotlight: Associate Director of athletics
for administration and business David Steele
By KIERAN INTEMANN

PHOTO COURTESY OF KIERAN INTEMANN

FOR THE PARTHENON
Editor’s Note: David Steele, 57, is the associate director of athletics
for administration and business at Marshall University. Steele oversees
Marshall’s athletic budget of nearly $30 million and assists with other
needs that athletic director Mike Hamrick may have in the department,
including scheduling opponents for certain sports, namely, football.
Steele was previously the interim athletic director before Hamrick received the job and has been at Marshall for 22 years. Steele previously
served as the assistant athletic director for business at his alma mater, Rice University, and served an internship with the Houston Astros.
Steele graduated from Rice University in 1982 with a B.A in Managerial Studies and Political Science and obtained his master’s degree in
Sport Management from Ohio University in 1984. Steele and his wife,
Diana, have one daughter, Madison, a 2015 graduate of Marshall University. The Parthenon recently interviewed Steele using the Marcel
Proust/Vanity Fair Interview format, which is used to reveal personal
characteristics.
Q: What is your most marked characteristic?
A: My work ethic. I work hard to get everything in our office done the
right way.
Q: What is the quality you most like in a man?
A: Trust and loyalty. These traits have worked for me at each previous job and continue to be key here.
Q: What is the quality you most like in a woman?
A: Personality. It’s a trait that’s been important to my marriage and
makes life more interesting.
Q: What do you most value in your friends?
A: Communication. I like to be able to talk with everyone and have an
idea of what’s going on.

Q: What is the trait you most deplore in yourself?
A: There’s not a trait that I necessarily deplore in myself, but one
thing I do is ask a lot of questions. I feel like I ask too many, but at the
same time I feel like good questions give me answers that help me understand how things work.
Q: What is your favorite occupation?
A: The one I have right now. I love being a part of an athletic department and the opportunities that I have been given in the sports industry.
Q: What is your idea of perfect happiness?
A: Any time I’m with my family is perfect happiness. Working here
makes me even happier.
Q: What do you regard as the lowest depth of misery?
A: Failing to meet personal goals and expectations
Q: In which country would you like to live?
A: There’s no other country I’d rather be in than the US.
Q: Who are your favorite writers?
A: The media members who cover our athletic teams. I enjoy reading
the content produced on the athletic website.
Q: What are your favorite names?
A: David and Madison (my daughter’s name).
Q: What is it that you most dislike?
A: Someone who wastes their potential and doesn’t work hard.
Q: How would you like to die?
A: Definitely not anywhere in the near future, but peacefully when
it’s time.
Q: What is your current state of mind?
A: Content. I’m working in my dream job, how could I be upset?
Q: What is your motto?
A: Be the best person you can be and enjoy what you do.
Kieran Intemann can be contacted at intermann@marshall.edu.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Behind every page is an editor.
Thank you for trusting us with your stories!
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